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to put into execution the imperial edicts.    In that
year,  us we   luvc.   seen*  the   brave   and   capable
Stilicho, the last  hope of the tailing empire, was
executed   in   prison   at    Ravctuui.      At   the   first
rumour of his death new hfr was infused into the
sullen remnants of the p.i^ans atul  the Donatists.
Stilicho was the author of the laws that  had he-en
issued in the name ot  the iatuous young emperor,
and  it   was  hoped   that   his   disgrace   implied  a
change of policy.     It  is true that his successor,
Olympus, was a Christian, but  that circumstance
afforded no certain indication of his attitude, and
the pagans ruined   their  heads  once  m«»re.    Hut
Augustine and the African bishops were by this
time  accomplished   politicians.     I   have   already
related    how    they   approached    Olympus,   atul
secured   ;i  continuance   ot    the   coercive   policy.
Stilicho   was   put    to   death   in   September;   in
December   a   fresh   series   of  decrees   reaffirmed
and enlarged the existing laws.    The tniwwii /cw-
/>/tfr//w~--the  fund   which  maintained   the  sacred
games and   banquetH    the  last  source  of  pagan
revenue, was appropriated to the supjmrt of the
army.    Statues -and altars were to be destroyed,
and temples  converted  to   municipal   use.    The
bishops were empowered to see that  the law was